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WNE COUNTY RETIREE SUB"CHAPTER 38
WE MAKE MICHIGAN HAPPEN

Membership Meeting

July lO, 2018

The meeting was called to order at l :00 PM by President Yee. The meeting was

opened with the Pledge of Alletlanee.

pRESENT: Cairgle, Kreklau, Macdonald, Parker, SockoIosky’Wadlin’and

Yee

EXCUSED: Cox, McCall, Ncelke, and Smith

ABSENT :　None

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: Brother Macdonald made the motion, PrOPerly

supported by Brother Pendracki’tO aCCePt血e roll call of o飾cers. The motion

carried.

Sub-Chapter 38 minutes for the Executive and Membership meetings are

recorded to help the Recording Secretary to produce minutes for each

血eeting・ Pursuant to the previous direction of the血e血bership these

recordings shall be disposed of as soon as reasonably possible a請er the Sub-

Chapter 38 membership has approved the minutes. The血inutes are not or

intended to be an actual verbati皿reCOrd of the proceedings but are

summarized notes of the age血da ite血Sl血Otions maker of the motion, VOteS

and lengthy discuss10nS.

C ORRE SPONDE NCE

MiARA June 20 1 8 Newsletter with an article on Trmp, election of Gary Jones as UAW

president and including the MiARA endorsement of candidates for the August

Primary There was no announcemem Ofthe next membership meetlng

Receive and File

ARA Announcement of the 20 1 8 National Membership Meeting in Ls Vegas’Flamingo

Hotel on November 13-15, 2018. Regivration fee of$125.00 per person plus

$50.00 per person for the Banquet luncheon.　　　Receive and File

counci1 25　Amounclng a Region 2 PEOPLE Committee meeting for June 27, 2018 in the

pEOPLE Detroit o飾ce starting at 5‥00 PM.　　　　　　　Receive andFile

Amouncing a “Cormunity Picnic with Gretchen Whitmer" for July l ’201 8,

starting starting at 12:30 PM in Palmer Park’Detroit.　Receive and File
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Co脚ci1 25 血nouncing the 24血Amual Charity Gold Outing for July 26’201 8 a IMA

Brookwood Gold Course, Burton, Michigan. Registration @ $ 100.00
Receive and File

Motion by Brother Macdonald, PrOpedy supported by Brother Pendracki, tO reCeive and file all

items in Correspondence. Motion carried.

READING OF MINUTES

Brother Macdonald made the motion, PrOPerly supported by Brother Pendracki, tO Waive the

reading狐d approve the minutes ofthe Executive Board meeting ofJune 12, 2018, aS COrreCted’

leaving the record open to the end of the meeting for corrections’additions, Or deletions and

adopt as corrected. The motion carried.

Brother Macdonald made the motion, PrOPerly supported by Sister Cairgle, tO Waive the reading

and approve血e minutes ofthe Members匝meeting ofJune 12’2018, aS COrreCted’leaving the

record open to血e end of the meeting for corrections, additions, Or deletions and adopt as

corrected. The motion carried.

REPORT OF OFFICERS

pRESIDENT: I hope everyone has registered to vote in the upcommg election as registration

cIosed yesterday. This comlng Pnmary election on August 7th is going to be one ofthe most

importaut elections for years to come. It will detemine who wi11剛elected positions in the

local, State and federa1 1evel to represent us. Many people feel that their vote doesn’t matter皿til

the general election in November, but for all intents and purposes’Whoever is elected in this

upcomlng Pnmary wi11 go on to win or lose血e seat they are running for based on the make-uP

of their districts come November and, unfo巾mately, Only a small percentage of the electorate

even votes in the primary sometimes as皿e as lO-20% ofthe eligible voters. So when there are

multiple candidates vying fdr血e nominafron of their party in the primary election’POSSibly less

than 5-10% ofthe voters act脚lly detemine who will帥that seat and could possibly provide the

other party the opport`血ty to win the seat iftheir oun elected candidate is either too far to the

left or too far to the rig蘭(example of extremist candidates).

On Monday, July 16 at the Hampton Im-Livonia, located at 28151 SchooIcraft Road, Livonia

48150, there will be a one day screening event for Wayne Co皿ty Commissioners. Screenings

will start at noon and will be held every 15 mi肌teS. This will be an opportunrty for you to hear

your prospective County Commissioner discuss issues that will impact retirees. After the

screenmgS are COmPlete, the Wayne Co皿ty Retiree Association will be making their

endorsements.

On Saturday, July 21, there will be a phone bank for Gretchen Whitmer for Govemor at 18979

Livemois Avenue, Detroit, MI 48221. There are two (2) time sIots availわle from lO-1 and 12-3

pm. Ifyou have the time and are willing to volunteer’Please help out
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We are still a請empting to get back in front ofthe Wayne County Commissioners to address the

PrOSPeCt Ofincreasing the retiree healthcare stipend to $150 per month and to get a stipend for
“mirrored’’retirees to help o債iet their upfront deductibles. So far we have not go備en any

response to our repeated requests for this issue to be placed back on the Commission agenda.

Finally, aS many Ofyou have probably already heard, the Supreme Court, in a 54 decision, ruled

against AFSCME in the Janus v AFSCME lawsuit that denied AFSCME theわility to charge a

Service or maintenance fee to empIoyees who did not choose to be a member ofthe Union to

help o鉦ret the cost of collective bargaining. However, the Uhion was still required to represent

the non-member empIoyees in all ma備ers of empIoyment including disciplinary hearings and

grleVanCeS. This is another example of why we must elect our representatives carefully as those

representatives appoint and confim the very judges that made this decision.

Motion by Brother Wadlin, PrOPerly supported by Brother Sockolosky, tO aCCePt the President’s

report. The motion carried.

VICE-PRESIDENT: None

SECRETARY TREASURER

Fi皿a血cial Repo巾

Brother Macdonald reported that the Sub-Chapter has $124,783.22 in cash and investments as of

June 30, 2018. There are l,410 current members with 208 participating in the PEOPLE Plan and

(58) members Iost this calendar year due either death or cancellation,

Motion by Brother Pendracki, PrOperly supported by Brother Hubert, tO aCCePt the Treasurer

report as presented. The motion carried.

Secretary-Treasurer Repo巾, Comments and Announcements

Three (3) Retiree Grievances

There are three (3) grievances創ed by AFSCME and its Local Unions relating to pension issues.

The three (3) grievances deal with the following issues:

1. Pension Funding: AFSCME takes the position that the retirement ordinance is inco呼orated

into the various CBAs and that the Union has a right to arbitrate the fact that Wayne Courrty has

not ftmded the pension plan.

2. Elimination of 13th Check: The second grievance dealt with the changes Evans and the

County Commission made when he first came into office to eliminate the funding ofthe 13th

終審晋龍讐嵩器器霊器詩誌霊器O + million
3. Medical血surance for Disability Retirees: For (30) years, the County had a practice which

WaS SuPPOrted by the various CBAs and by the pension ordinance which provided that people

Who retired on a duty or non-duty disabildy pension were entitled to medical insurance as part of

their retirement. In 2010, CEO Ficano eliminated this program and the Union filed an unfair
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lat)Or PraCtice and won. The Co皿ty then filed a challenge in the Michigan Court of Appeals and

the Co血of Appeals ruled that the matter must be resoIved by way of grievance a巾itration.

On March 27, 2107 Judge Susan Hubbard, Wayne County Circuit Court issued an Opinion and

Order that ( 1) denied afoitration on the matter of Pension Funding’’, (2) granted the AFSCME

motion mandating arbitration on the matter of ``Eli皿ination of 13th Check’’, and (3) denied

arbitration on the matter of “Medical血surance for Disability Retireesll stating that the proper

forum was a separate lawsuit to enforce the Mic血gan Cout of Appeals ruling. Judge Hubbard’s

Opinion and Order has been appealed by both parties. The appeals are waiting to be placed on

the Michigan Cout ofAppeals calendar (Case No・ 337964). No change since our June 2018

meetmg.

FOUR (4) UNFAIR LABOR PRACTICES CHÅRGES V. WAYNE COUNTY

There are four (4) Unfair Labor Practice charges創ed by AFSCME and its Ioca1 33 17 some of

which relate to pension issues. These (4) Unfair Latr Practices deal with the following issues:

1. Surface Bargaining: AFSCME charges that Wayne County refused to bargain claiming the

Wayne County Deficit Elimination Plan was all that co山d be offered.

2. Regressive Economic O鵬r: In 2015 the Ficano administration tendered its economic offer.

The Evans Administration withdrew the its economic proposal and replaced it with a reduced

economic proposal while Deputy CEO Kaufinan reported to the Wayne County Commission

that administration had purposely wit皿eld infomation from the bargaining process that over

$60 million was on deposit at the Wayne County Treasurer in the Delinquent Tax RevoIving

Fund(s).

3. Imposition of a Labor Contract: CEO Evans imposed a labor contract on Loca1 3317

claiming that the Emergency Manager Statute (EMS) gave him that ability. The EMS does

provide the CEO the ability to impose wages, hours and certain other tems and conditions but

only after 30 days ofgood fhith bargaining and only after any existing contract expires. The

Loca1 33 1 7 1al)Or COntraCt WaS On an OPen ended extension that precluded bargamlng On

retirement issues unti1 2020. Loca1 33 17 also contend that Wayne County did not bargain in

good faith during the 30 day period and that retiremem issues are among those tems that the

EMS statute provides camot be imposed.

4. Failure to Bargain: Fo11owing血e release ofWayne County from the EMS consent

agreement by the State Treasurer, Loca1 33 1 7 sought immediate contract bargaining pursuant to

ACT 312. Wayne County refused to accept any dates for the required a軸tration and retaliated

by imposing “draconian” new working conditions. The hearings are now complete and the

recormended decision by the ALJ is pending. No change since our June 201 8 meeting.

RETI]REE COALITION TO PROTECT PUBLIC SECTOR BENEFITS

Sub-Chapter along with the other Wayne County retiree organizations has Ioosely organized

many public empIoyees groups, including police and fire, into a coalition for the purpose of

protecting public empIoyees’benefits and pensions. So far that coalition has effectively blocked

anti-Public empIoyee legislation. Recently the Republican legislature has taken a new approach

to diserlfranchise public empIoyees by introducing narrowly targeted bills. The legislature

continues to pass anti-labor bills and even some that are a clear attempt to subvert the right of

voters to amend the state constitution. With the pre-election adjoumment ofthe legislature new

legislation does appear eminent. Hope餌1y, We have a respite until the lame duck session ofthe
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1egislature. The same originations have scheduled a candidate screemng session for July 16,

2018 from 12 noon to 8 pm at the Hampton Im, Livonia’for local and county o紐ces.

WAYNE COUNTY LAWSUFT TO SEAT HVANIS BOARD

Wayne County CEO Evans filed a lawsuit against the Wayne County EmpIoyees’Retirement

System Commissioners (WCERS) demanding the ability to seat his handpicked WCERS Board

by expanding the Board to ten (10) members while eliminating one (1) active empIoyee

c。mmissioner and one ( 1) retired member Commissioner. Following an intense lobbying e節ort

by your retiree leadership, the Wayne County Commission intervened on our behalf Judge

Leslie Kim Smith issued an opinion on July 3 1, 2017, denying Evans the ability to seat his

wcERS Board. Not su叩risingly Wayne County has触ed an appeal with the Mic軸gan Court of

Appeals. The briefing period ended on May 30, 2018. Sub-Chapter had retained legal counsel

for the purpose of submitting an “Amicus” brief on our behal帥ut during a conference call with

our attomeys, it was decided not to鮒e an Amicus b五efsince a1l ofour issues are discussed in

the WCERS and cormission brie息We now must wait on the court to schedule oral argunents

which we do expect before Lalhor Day (Case No. 339714).

PRESCRIPT量ON CO-PAY SETTLEMENT

This Sub-Chapter continues to reconcile stipends for the Non-Medicare eligible retirees. The

latest reconciliation is through the May l, 2018 pension payment. As ofJuly l, 201 8,

approximately eleven ( 1 1 ) accounts are incorrect of which six (6) are apparent undexpayments

and five (5) are oveIPayments. Sub-Chapter 38 is also attempting to gather infomation about

the Medicare eligible stipend administration at Genesis Employee Benefits. Since December 12’

2017, five (5) grievances were sent to Wayne County demanding resolution of some non-

Medicare stipend issues. Four (4) ofthe undeIPaymentS Were Part OfGrievance拙The group

representing this Sub-Chapter has reached a settlemeut with Wayne Courrty that requires those

four (4) retirees were to be made whole by May 25, 2018. Grievances #2 and紀remain open

pending additional infomation from Wayne Courty Grievance # has been withdraun due to

lack of cooperation from the retiree. Grievance #5 has evoIved into the皿derpayment; became

an oveIPayment; and additional infomation is needed for the other retirees’situation. The Sub-

Chapter has made an infomal inquiry conceming the last underpayment. A grievance will be

珊e for the last unde岬aymem if the infomal process does not get results.

As previously, discussed several Wayne Courty retiree organizations have made a request ofthe

Wayne County Commissioners for a modest stipend increase for Medicare eligible and mirror

retirees. The Cormission had suggested that the stipend enhancement request be considered

once血e newjail prQject was re-started. On June 7, 2018, the Wayne County Commission

passed the last ofthe resolutions necessary to re-Start血e newjail prqiect. We almost

immediately seut an email to the Chaiman ofthe Wayne County Cormission Ways and Means

Cormittee (Mr. Joseph Palamara) requesting immediate consideration of the stipend

e血LanCeme調and its inclusion in the pending 201 8-20 19 Wayne County budget considering that

the Wayne County audit report for September 30, 20 1 7, Showed a General Fund ``Unassigned”
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balance of$1 1 1,254,767. As ofJuly 6, 2018’Mr. Palamara has not responded to our request and

follow-uP COmmunication was sent to山m. We understand that the Wayne County

Adminis調ion is opposed to any enhancement of stiI則ds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Sister Sandy O’Leary-MacGillis addressed the membership regarding a

conversation she had with her Wayne Courty Commissioner coneerning Medicare stipends and

encouraged the membership to take the time to contact their Commissioner or attend a coffee

hour or other event to ask them about the Medicare stipend e血ancement・

Bro血er Macdonald addressed the membership regarding how voting for Michigan Supreme

court can a鴨ct retirees and how impo巾ant it is to vote for the non-Partisan o鯖ces.

Motion by Brother Pendracki, PrOPerly supported by Brother Wadlin, tO aCCePt the Secretary’s

report. The motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

pEOPLE Cormittee: Sister Julie Bauman addressed the Membership regarding recent activity

by the PEOPLE Committee. The Committee did meet in June. They came up with d鵬rent

ideas of how to support the endorsed candi。ates. Brother Steve Rzeppa assisted血e Comittee

with ideas. The phone bank scheduled for Gretchen Whitmer was scheduled this Saturday from

lO am to 3 pm. She recorrmended that those attending wear their AFSCME green since it an a11

LÅBOR phone bank. There wi11 also be mailers golng Out With endorsed candidates. Sister

Baunan also emphasized the importance of voting in the primary this year. Sister Baunan also

amounced the backyard BBQ to be held at the home of P皿Cavanaugh supporting Gretchen

Whitmer.

Sister Kim Cuny-Smith amounced a meet and greet today for Gretchen Whitmer.

Motion by Brother Macdonald’PrOPerly supported by Brother Pendracki, tO aCCePt血e PEOPLE

Commi備ee report. The motion carried.

UNF皿中量SHED BUSINE SS : None

NEW BUSINESS: None

GOOD AND WELFARE: Brother Yee thanked Sister Cairgle for providing luneh today.

sister Janet Wiktor amounced that there are volunteers to provide the luncheon for every month

but November 20 1 8. Brother Charlie Paker volunteered for November.

sister Kim Cuny-Smith asked about a policy to provide a card or flowers for Board members

that are ill. Brother Yee than infomed the Membership regarding the current sit脚tion with

Brother McCall.
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sister Curry-Smith then made a motion to send Brother John McCall flowers to let him血ow he

is Ioved by this Membership. The motion was properly supported by Sister Kreklau・ The

motion carried.

There was a momem Of silenee for deceased members.

ATTENDANCE DRAWING:

There were 42 members present.

$20 - #37 - Waymon McCabe, Jr.

$10一肌9 - Ruby Renfroe

$10一#28 - Pam Hyde-Shelton

Motion by Brother Macdonald, SuPPOrted by Brother PendrackL to a旬vun the meeting at l :34

pm・
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