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WNE COUNTY RETIREE SUB-CHAPTER 38
WE MAKE MICHIGAN HAPPEN

Membership Meeting

August 14, 2018

皿e meeting was called to order at l:00 PM by President Yee. The mee血g was opened

with血e Pledge of A皿e争ance.

pRESENT: Cairgle, Cox, Kreklau’Macdonald’McCall’Noe鵬, Parker, Wadlin, and

Yee

EXCUSED:　Smi血and SockoIosky

ABSENT :　　None

ROLL C▲LL OF OFFICERS: Bro血er Pendracki made血e modon’prOPerly

supported by Bro瓜er Maedonald’tO aCCePt the roll call ofo鉦∞rS. The motion carried.

Sub-Chapter 38血血utes for the Executive and Membership mee血gs are recorded

to he獲p the Recording Secre`ary `o produce minuntes for each mee血g・ Pursuant to

the previous direction of仙e members叫血ese record血gs shall be disposed of as

soon as reasonab重y possibIe after血e Sub-Chap書er 38 membership has approved仙e

m血utes. The m血utes are not or血tended `o be an actual verba血血record of血e

proceed血gs but are sum皿rized notes of血e agenda i章ems, mOtions maker of血e

motion, VOtes and leng也y discussions.

Motion by Bro血er Macdonald, PrOPerly supported by Bro血er Pendracki’tO SuSPend血e regular order of

business to allow (4) speakers to address血e members叫・皿e motion caried.

珊e first speaker was Jason Blankenship who is a c狐didate for Wayne Co皿ty Co皿mis§ion represe血g

血e area of Northvi11e, Nortlrville Township, and most of Livo血a.

珊e second apeaker was r印resen血g血e ballot proposal, %Promote珊e Vote,, w血ch is血e last item on

血e ballot in Novemben This proposal mckes some changes to血e Michig狐Constitution specifically

dealing wi血voter regis億ation’ability to voteわsentee ba11ot for狐y reason’Stralght ticket vo血g’and血e

right to cast your ballot in private plus o血er areas dealing speci丘cally wi心血e abirty to vote" He

stressed almost of血e items in this ballot proposal have already been enacted BUT Michig狐and

Mississippi.

The third speaker was Gwendolyn Sibert, from Woodlam Cemetery, giving infoma。on conceming the

importance ofprepamg paperwork for family and r印resenta。ves at血e end of ife・

The four血speaker was Mohique McComick who is also a candidate for Wayme County Commissioner

replacing血e late Burton Leland representing pr血arily no血west Detroit. She won血e primary for血e
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Democratic Party and血ere is no republican candidate. She stressed血e importance of血e membership

to attend meetings of血e Wayne County Board of Commissioners and hold血em accountal)le for their

ac五〇ns.

Motion by Bro血er Macdonald, PrOPerly supported by Bro血er Hubert, tO retum tO血e regular order of

business at l:45 pm. The motion carried.

C ORRESPONDENC E

MiARA J山y 2018 newsletter with an article on血e Janus decision by血e U.S. Supreme Court;血e

Trunp appointment of Bre償Kavanaugh to血e U.S. Supreme Court; and endorsements

for血e August 7, 20 18, Primary election. Amouncing the next general membership

meeting for July 24, 2018, in Lansing.　　　　　　　　　　Re∞ive and File

WC Re血ement System: Amouncing the 20 18 Re血ee Retirement Commissioner election for血e term

ending December 3 l, 2022.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Re∞ive and File

Motio皿by Bro血er Macdonald, PrOPerly supported by Sister O’Leary-MacGillis, tO reCeive and創e all

items in Correapondence. Motion carried.

READING OF MI]叩TES

Bro伽er Macdonald made血e motion, PrOPerly supported by Bro血er Hubert, tO Waive血e reading and

approve the minutes ofthe Executive Board meeting of July lO, 20 18, leaving血e record open to血e end

Of血e meeting for corrections, additions, Or deletions and adopt as corrected. The motion calTied.

Bro血er Macdonald made血e motion, PrOPerly supported by Bro血er Pendracki, tO Waive血e reading and

approve瓜e minutes of血e Me皿bership meeting ofJuly lO, 2018, leaving the record open to瓜e end of

the mee血g for corrections, addidons, Or deletions and adopt as corrected. The motion canied.

REPORT OF OFFICERS

PRESⅡ)ENT :

The Primary Election is over and血e candidates for o飾ce on bo心血e Democratic and Republican tickets

have been set. There was a 30% voter tumout which is血かer血an in many primaries for several years.

Now we must work to elect the candidates who represent positions that a鯖ed our retirement benefits and

Other important issues to us in血e November General Election.

On Tuesday, July 3 1, an important State Supreme Cou巾ruling was issued, in a 4-3 decision (Viviano,

Clememt, Bemstein & McComack v Markman, Zahra & Wilder), On血e petitions submitted by People

Not Po皿cians regarding血e issue of gerrymandering. The petition l狐guage takes瓜e drawing ofvo血g

dis血ct lines out of血e hands of血e political party in血e m到iority and puts it in血e hands ofa 13-member

bipaItisan commission. The ru血g detemined血at血e petition language did not violate血e State

Constitution and should go to the voters on the Nov 6 ballot.

A second judicial mling cane from a Federal Judge Gershwin Drain on Wed, August l,血at put a

Pemanent iI互unction on血e implementation ofMichigan PA 268 passed in 20 1 5 by血e Republican led

legisla血re that would ban straight ticket party vo血g. The Judge ruled血at it would leng瓜en血e voting

PrOCeSS W血ch could discourage people from voting as well as “intentiona11y’’discriminated against
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Afiican Americans in violatio皿of血e Equal Protection Clause. Since血e US Supreme Court refused to

hear this case in 20 16’it makes血e temporary叩unction previously issued in this case, a Pem狐ent

巾unction・ It is interesting血at Republicans have twice tried to el血inate straight ticket voting in 1964

and again in 2001 but bo血times it was overtl皿ed by血e voters. This t血e the legislature included a $5

million appropriation to the bi11 which made it im皿me from a statewide vote to repeal it which led to血e

lawsuit. However, the Republican Senate M卸iority Leader strongly disagreed血at the law was intended to

discriminate agamst any grOuP Of voters.

On Thursday, August 9 we went to血e Wayne County Ways and Means Committee Budget heahng. Six

(Joe Palanara, Auisha Bell, Glem Anderson, Teny Marecki, Diane Webb & AI Haidous) of血e 8

Commissioners present (Martha Scott and IIona Varga did not apeck but last year血ey did say血ey would

SxpPOrt an increase) expressed support for our request fro皿last year for an increase in血e mon仙y

stipend for Medicare eligible re血ees and a stipend of $l,000 for mirrored re血ees. The Chief Financial

O鯖cer, Henry Dachowitz stated血at血e CEO was sti11血discussions on this matter・ The County has had

a budget surplus every year since血ey took away our EmpIoyer provided retiree health care ranging from

about 2 million to as much as 45 million and瓜ey prqject a $6.7 million budget surplus for血e 2018-2019

fiscal year. Du血g Public Co血ent’I spoke on behalf of血e retirees and stressed血at the retirees helped

血e County get t血ough血eir fiscal crisis when we lost our hea皿care and血en our 13血check and u血ike

active empIoyees we had no recourse to get any血ing back through collective bangaining and did not have

a cost-O餌iving b山t into our pensions as many State and o血er municipal re血ees have. Most of血e

Commissioners seemed sympathetic to situation and in agreeme血with our position. The next important

Ways and Means budget hea血g wi11 be held on皿sday’September 6, 2018, at l:30 pm in Room 704

Of血e Wayne County Building, When血ey discuss Non-D印armental Budgets. We wo山d request血at all

retirees血at are al)le to attend to please try to make皿s meeting to show support for this important issue.

There will be a Court ofAppeals Hearing on Tuesday, September l l, 2018 at lO:00 a血in血e Detroit

Cou巾OOm located at 3020 West Grand Boulevard (Old GM B山ding) on the 14th FIoor. The issue to be

heard will be the 3 grievances that are pending arbitration with血e most血portant one being血e

unilateral elimination of the 13th check.

Fina11y, We have been notified血at some retirees have received a letter from Prudential regarding

血surance. We do not have any infomation regarding this issue but are work血g wi血the Re血ement

O餓ce and Prudential to identify血e issues and who it may a熊が. In the mean血1e We have been

PrOVided a telephone nrmber ifyou wish to call on your own. The nunber is (800) 778-3827.

Motion by Bro血er Macdonald, PrOPerly supported by Bro血er Pendracki, to aCCePt血e President’s report.

The motion carried.

VICE-PRES宣DENT: None

SECRETARY TREASURER

F血ancial Repo巾

Bro血er Macdonald reported瓜at血e Sub-Chapter has $123,873.78 in cash and inves血ents as of皿y 3 1,

2018.珊ere are l,408 cuITent members w地208 participating in血e PEOPLE Plan and (61) members

Iost this calendar year due ei血er dea血or cancellalon. The Post O鉦ce Box was cleared today
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Motion by Bro血er Pendracki, PrOPerly supported by Sister Baunan, tO aCC印t血e Treasurer report as

presented. The motion carried.

Secretary-Treasurer Report, Comments and Announcements

Three (3) Retiree G正evances

There are three (3) grievan∞S創ed by AFSCME and its Local Unions relating to pension issues. The

t血ee (3) grievances deal wi心血e following issues:

l. Pension Funding: AFSCME takes血e position血at the re血ement ordinan∞ is incorporated into the

Various CBAs and血at血e Union has a right to arbitrate血e fact血at Wayne County has not fu重1ded血e

PenSion plan.

2" E血Iination of 13仙Check: The second grievan∞ dealt w弛the changes Evans and血e County

謀計霊‡霊霊諾霊宝龍三言語藷霊聾謹告葦諸悪
a∞Ount, aS a County contribution to the pension system.

3. Medical血surance for DisabiHty Retirees: For (30) years, the County had a practice which was

SuPPOrted by the various CBAs and by血e pension ordinance which provided血at people who re血ed on a

duty or non-duty disability pension were entitled to medical insunance as part of血eir retirement. h 20 10,

CEO Ficano eliminated this program and血e Urion創ed an皿fair labor practice and won. The County

血en filed a challenge in the Michigan Court of Appeals and血e Court of Appeals ruled that血e matter

must be resolved by way ofgrievance arbitration.

On March 27, 201 7 Judge Susan Hubbard, Wayne Co皿ty Circuit Court, issued an Opinion and Order

血at (1) dehied arbitration on血e matter ofPe血Sion Funding,,, (2) granted血e AFSCME motion

m狐dating arbi億ation on血e matter of ``E書j皿ination of 13仙Check,,, and (3) denied a正血ation on血e

matter of “Medical血surance for Disability Retirees,, stating that血e proper forun was a separate

lawsuit to enforce the Michig狐Court of Appeals ruling. Judge Hubbard’s Opinion and Order has been

appealed by bo血parties" The Michigan Court ofAppeals has scheduled oral argunents for Tuesday〕

Seplember ll1 2018 starting at lO‥00 AM in血e Detroit Cou巾OOm, 3030 West Gr狐d Boulevard, and

(Cadillac Center) 14th FIoor. Our attomeys are requesting血at, as a Show of support,血at we attend血e

hearing in mass.

FOUR (4) UNFAIR LABOR PRACTICES CHARGES V. WAYNE COUNTY

There are four (4) Unfair Labor Practice charges創ed by AFSCME狐d its Ioca1 33 17 some ofwhich

relate to pension issues. These (4) Unfair Lわor Practices deal with瓜e following issues:

l. Surface Bargaining: AFSCME charges血at Wayne County refused to bargain claiming the Wayne

County deficit elimination Plan was all that could be o鯖訂ed.

2. Regre§Sive Economic O鯖tr:血2015血e Ficano administration tendered its economic o飾er. The Evans

AdII]血istration withdrew the its economic proposal and replaced it wi血a reduced economic proposal

While D印uty CEO Kaufinan reported to血e Wayme County Commission血at adrninistration had

PurPOSely withheld infomation from血e bargaining process that over $60 m皿on was on d印osit at血e

Wayne County Treasurer in the Delinquent Tax RevoIving Fund(S).

3. Impositio血Ofa Labor Co血traCt: CEO Evans血posed a labor contract on Loca1 33 17 claiming血at the

Emergency Manager Statute (EMS) gave him that al)ility. The EMS does provide血e CEO血e al)i獲fty to

impose wages, hours and certain o血er tems and conditions but only after 30 days ofgood fa肌

bargaining and only after any existing contract expires. The Loca1 33 17 labor contract was on an open

ended extension血at precluded bargaining on re血ement issues unti1 2020. Loca1 33 17 also contend血at

Wayne County did not bargain in good faith during the 30 day period and血at retirement issues are

among those tems血at the EMS statute provides camot be imposed.
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4. Fa肌re lo Ba喝ain: Fo看low血g the release ofWayne Courty from血e EMS consent agreement by血e

State Treasurer, Loca1 33 1 7 sought imnediate contract bargaining pursuant to ACT 3 12. Wayne County

refused to accept any dates for血e required arbi億ation and retaliated by imposing “dracorian” new

WOrking conditions.

The heahngs are now complete and血e recommended decision by the ALJ is pending. No change sin∞

Our Ju宣y 20 18 meeting. In血e meant血e, Oral arguments were heard in the Michigan Co巾of Appeals on

August 8, 2018, aS Wayne County argues that血ese matters are not subject to arbitration.

RETIREE COALTION TO PROTECT PUBLIC SECTOR BENEFITS

Sub-Chapter along wi心血e o血er Wayne County re血ee organizations has Ioosely organized many public

empIoyees groxps, including police and fre, into a coalition for血e puIPOSe Ofprotec血g public

empIoyees’bene丘ts and pensions・ So far血at coalition has effectively blocked most of血e anti-Public

empIoyee legislation.皿e Republican legislature has taken a new approach to disenfranchise public

empIoyee by introdrcing narrowly targeted bills・ The legislature continues to pass anti-1わor bills and

even some血at are a clear attempt to subvert the right ofvoters to anend血e state constitution. Hope飢Iy,

We have a respite until血e lane duck session of血e legislature.

WAYNE COUNTY LAWSUIT TO SEAT HVAN,S BOARD

Wa)me County CEO Ev狐S filed a lawsuit against血e Wayne Co叫y EmpIoyees’Retirernent System

Commissioners (WCERS) demanding血eわility to seat血s handpicked WCERS Board by expanding血e

Board to ten (1 0) members w皿e e血nina血g one (1) active empIoyee Commissioner and one (1) retired

member Com血ssioner. Following an intense lobbying e徹m by your Re血ee leadership血e Wayne

County Com血ssion intervened on our behalf Judge Leslie Kj血mith issued an opinion on July 3 1,

20 17 denying Evans the ability to seat his WCERS Board. Not suprisingly Wayne Courty has創ed an

appeal wi血the Michigan Court ofAppeals. The briefing period ended on May 30, 2018. We now must

Wait on血e co血to schedule oral arguments which we do expect before Labor Day. (Case No. 339714).

PRESCR案PTION CO-PAY SETTLEMENT

T血s Sub-Chapter condmes to reconcile stipends for the Non-Medicare eligible retirees. The latest

reconc址ation is血ough血e August l, 2018 pension payment. As ofAugust l, 2018 we fo皿d ten (10)

acco皿t balances incorrect of which four (4) are apparent underpayments and six (6) are oveIPaymentS.

Sub-Chapter 38 is also attemp血g to ga血er information about血e Medicare e鴎ible stipend

adrninistrative process at Genesis EmpIoyee Benefits' Since December 1 2, 201 7 six (6) grievances have

been sent to Wayne County demanding resolution of some Non-Medicare stipend issues. Three (3) ofthe

ahove undeIPaymentS and one (1) oveIPayment are Part Of Grievance親. 。in August l, 20 18 Wayne

Co皿ty Paid血e incorrect underpayment anounts to two (2) retirees resulting in one acco皿t remaining

皿derpaid and one ac∞unt becoming overpaid. Wayne County th狐had血e nerve to ask血e Sub-Chapter

how to resoIve瓜e oveIPaid retiree" The group representing址s Sub-Chapter conti皿eS tO demand血at

Wayne County fulfill its obhgations under血e settlement agreement. Grievances #3 and a new Grievance

#6 remain open pending addi厄onal infomation from Wayne Co皿ty Grievances #2, # and #5 have

been wi血drawn due re血ee ineligibildy or lack of cooperation from血e re血ee. It is becoming clear血at

血e only resolution to Grievance鵜is a mutually acceptable Hea皿Reimbursement Account Plan so血at

every Medicare eligible call member will know血eir rights and responsibilities under the plan.

MEDICARE AND MIRROR RETIREE ST量PEND HNHANCEMENT
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As previously discussed,血e several Wayme County re血ee organizations have made a request of血e

Wayne County Com血ssioners for a modest stipend increase for Medicare eligible and mirror retirees.

The cormission had suggested血at the stipend e血ancement request be considered once the new jail

Prqiect was re-Started. On June 7, 20 18血e Wayne County Commission passed血e last of血e resolutions

necessary to re-Start血e new jail prqiect. The Chaiman of County Com血ssion Ways and Means

Committee has indicated that our request is being opposed by血e administration. Several Commissioners

have expressed support for our request but have told us that we must recruit additional commissioner to

血e request. They have fu血er encouraged us to attend血e budget hearings on Thursday● Septe血ber 9,

2018 at l ‥30 PM, 7th floor, 500 Griswold when血e retiree benefits portion of血e budget is to be

discussed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS - None

Motion by Bro血er Pendracki, PrOPerly supported by Sister O’Leary-MacGillis, to acCapt血e Secretary’s

r印ort. The motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PEOPLE Committee‥ Sister Julie Baunan addressed the membership that she is reques血g

representatives from each ba11ot proposal to come to a meeting狐d ad血ess the members血p so血at when

We gO tO血e po11s, We Will know what the ballot proposals are and have made an educated decision on

how we want to vote. Today’s r印resentadve was from the groxp寝Promote珊e Vote,,. Sister Baunan

did attend a Southem Wayne County Community foru血which a number of current Wayne County

Com血ssioners attended. Each of them talked about how血e County now has a balanced budget and how

血ey as Commissioners want to restore benefits and honor pro血ses that were made to retirees. The

Sou血em Wayne County Regional Chamber is holding ano血er business fo則m and WaFTen Evans is

SuPPOSed to be血eir main speaker. It will be held on September 24th but she doesn’t know the location or

time at this point.

Sister Baunan also wanted to血ank some of血e volunteers who did come out for血e phone barLking. She

also wants to recognize all the newly elected Precinct Delegates.

Sister Berty Bishop said血at there are problems wi血reserving the rooms at Co皿Ci1 25 at this time so no

PEOPLE Committee mee血gs have been sched山ed. As soon as she is able to secure a location to have

瓜e meedngs, She will notify the members.

Motion by Bro血er Macdonald’PrOPerly supported by Brother Pendracki, to acCePt血e PEOPLE

Commi請ee report. The motion canied.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Brother Henry Lykes gave an update on activities with Chapter 255狐d gave an update on the AFSCME

Convention血is su軸mer in Boston.
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Motion by Bro血er Pendracki’PrOPerly supported by Brother Hul)ert, tO mOVe血e reg山ar mee血g of Sub-

Chapter 38 which is scheduled for Tuesday, September 1 1, 2018, to Tuesday, September 18, 2018, in

Order to allow the leadership and membership to attend血e Mic血gan Appeals Court hearing on血e 131h

Check grievance which is scheduled for September l l, 2018, at lO am in Detroit. The motion carried.

GOOD AND WELFARE:

Sister Janet Wiktor gave thanks to Bro血er Charles PaIker for providing the luncheon today.

There was a moment of silence for deceased members.

ATTENDANCE DRAWING:

There were 48 members present.

$20 「 #39 - Don Lechvar

$10一#29- Steven Snody

$10 - #18 -Paul Pendracki

Motion by Bro血er Macdonald, SuPPOrted by Bro血er Pendracki, tO a4joum血e mee血g at l二34 pm.
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